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How Serious Is It?

= The American chestnut in New
York Stateisin serious trouble. All
of thetrees listed in the Large
American Chestnut Tree Register of
New York State were dead when we
tried to find them.

= After three years of searching by
planein District 9 and a Supertree
Contest, we came up with the
following results: only nineteen
treeslarger than 14" DBH were
found (the largest, measuring 20.1"
DBH, died last year). Of these
nineteen, two are healthy trees,
seven havedied, three will diein
1993, and the other seven will die
within the next five years. This
causes great difficulty in our
harvesting and growing programs. A
further problemisthat we have
searched in the best known areas as
identified by Herman Forest and
Roger Cook and the chances of
finding better areas are slim. Dismct
8, Rochester, probably holds the
most hope.

+ We must ook for groups of
American chestnuts so we do not
haveto pollinate them. And, further,
wemust find trees that we can get to
with equipment to pick the burs
beforethey open and thecritters get
to them. The best recent exampleis
two trees located right next to each

other. We could climb one and not
the other. We gooall 238 nutsfrom
the one we could climb, but after
three trips to the second tree with an
equal number of burs, we coliected
only 16 nuts. The lossto crittersis
tremendous.

Unless other districts havefar dif-
ferent results, our program to raise
large numbers of treesfor breeding
purposes isin big trouble.

Itisasad state of affairsand all
dismcts are going to haveto work
diligently to make our program
successful!

» On a brighter note, we have made
progress in other areas. Several nur-
seriesn assist in propagating
seedlings from our existing seed
supplies have been established
throughout the state. Our research
program at SUNY Syracuse has
completed an important first step
with the discovery of an aiiti-fungal
compound. And some of our
districts have expanded their
member activities asthey have
grown. With al thisforward
momentum, we are looking toward a
successful 1993.

Herbert F. Darling Jr.
President ACFNY

Report of 1992
Annual Meeting

A record number of people, more than
120, attended last year’s Annual
Meeting in Niagara Falls, New York on
October 10-11. This was acombined
meeting of the national ACF and the
New York State Chapter, withthe
Chapter’s annual businessmeeting
being held on Saturday morning,
October 10. Thisincluded reports on
theChapter’s 1992 work, election of
officersand board members, and
presentation of two awards. Resident
Darling was presented by Board
Member John Spagnoli with a plaque
made of chestnut wood in appreciation
and recognition of his outstanding
efforts in the preservation of the
American chestnut tree and thedevel op-
ment of the New York State Chapter of
the ACF, ~

The Supertree award was accepted by
Board Member Michael Fay for Henry
Tomasi of Jamestown as the owner of
the largest American chesmut tree
reported in Region 9 (DBH 19.1").

Hosted by the New York State Chapter,
the national meeting featured presenta-
tions focusing on new scientificdevelop-
ments and accounts by members of
success and failurein their own efforts.
Thehighlight of the weekend's events
wasatrip to Fort Niagara for aguided
tour (including astop at a building
made of chestnut logs), an artillery
demonstration... {continued on page 4)




District 3Expands Planting Sites—
The Lasdon Park and Arboretum in
Westchester County hasrecently agreed
toassistin District 3’sfuture planting
program, making available a3.5-acre
area. In making hisrequest tothe County
Parks Department, Frank Munzer,
District Director, cited the need for
helpin preserving the American chest-
nut gene pool for crossbreeding with
the laboratory-developed resistant tree.

District 3 memberswill also be planting
200 American chesmut Ssadsthis spring
inthe New York Botanical Garden nur-
sery at the Cary Arboretum located in
Millbrook, NewYork.

District 7 News— L ast fall, Roy Hopke,
Digtrict Director, along with Tim Comer
and Jerry Pedini,visited several loca-
tions in search of mature American
chestnuts, but to no avail. " Then we
visited Carlton Rockwell,” Hopke
reports, “who hasbeen propagating
chestnutsfor someyears. Mr. Rockwell

hasaplantation of about 23 trees, some
of which are 5 feet tall down to seed-
ling size. Welooked at the parent trees,
oneof which had died. Jerry and | took
some root collar sprouts from the dead
treeto seeif we could root them. |
heeled mineinto humusand Jerry will
try to root hiswith growth hormone."

As for spring activities, Roy writes:

"l hope our sproutsfrom 'dead' trees
(will) sprout so they can be planted in
temporary bedsfor later planting in our
plantations. Thismay bethe only way
we can keep represented some of theout-
standing singletrees we have found, but
cannot reproducein any other fashion.”

Roy also speaks of planting locally
gathered seeds along with seedssupplied
by ACFNY in temporary bedsfor perm-
anent planting when sites are selected
in cooperation with the DEC. He men-
tions the need to record local American
chestnutsin the state data base.

Western New York “Supertree” Award Winners

For hiseffortsin locatinga 19.1 inch DBM (diameter at breast height) Americanchestnut,

Henry Tomasi of Jamestown was declared the winner of the 2992 Supert

rec” Awad. He

was presented with alaser- engraved plaque madedf American chestnut wood. The
winning tree was located in Cattaraugus County. The runner-upwas Cavin DeGotyer,
who located an '189inch DBH in Castile, New Yark. Third and fourth places were tied
with 18.7 inch DBH trees located by Robert Herberger of Wappinger Fallsand Mike

Ventre of Colden, New York.

if You Get It, You San Flaunt k

Chestnut T-shirts, decals and buttonswere
introduced at the Annual Mesting and
somearestill available. If you wishto
order any of thefollowing, send acheck
madepayable to ACFNY for the
appropriateamount and thenenjoy telling
peopleabout your involvement in bringing
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1993 Chapter Goals

. Promote Enlarged Held Program
Locate, Presarve, Harvest, Plant
To preparefor the re-introduction
d a pure American timber-type
tree into the fores when we
sucoead infinding ablight-
resistant Srain.

o
o

Increase Membership
Objective 20% increase

School material; slide presentations.
WHERE CAN YOU HELP?

i 111, Devdop State wide EducationProgram |
- | Humboldt Parkway, Euffalo, N.Y.14211

Historic Chestnut Stories

Do you remember storiesfrom your
childhood about chestnuts— or that your
grandparentstold you? We hope you will tell
us about them for our new featurein The Bur
and for our archives. For instance...

A member from Y oungstown, New York,
Mr. Ed Clarke, remembers with nostalgia
and pleasurethe stories his grandfather and
father told about thefamily goinginto the
woodsin thefall and working for days
raking up chestnuts. There were thousands
of treesinthegroveon their farm. Since
there were so many, they were ableto wait
for thespiny husksto drop off after thefrost
and not worry about the number the wildlife
took, as Ed does now.

The nuts were raked into windrows and then
put into burlap bags which were placed in a
wagon and taken to the farmhouse. His
grandparentsprepared for thisby removing
al the furnitureon the second floor and
arrangingfor the whole family to Sleep
downstairs. The chestnutsthen were brought
in and spread on the upstairsfloorsfor
drying.

His grandmother then used asmall-tined
pitchfork to turndaily thesix-inchdeep
chestnuts that completely covered the floors.
The chestnuts were rcady when they were
thoroughly dried so they wouldn't mold.
Thiscould take 3 to 4 weeks. They werethen
re-baggedand taken to the rail station &
Randolph, New York and sold.

Many farmers also brought their crops o
chestnuts, and boxcar after boxcar |eft for
the city markets. Grandfather Clarke sad
that around 1917-1918 he received about
$1800 for hiscrop, which wasamajor part
of thefamily incomeat that time. They made
moreon the chestnuts than on al the rest of
the farm cropstogether. At about five cents
per pound, that was around 18 tons of
chestnuts! They always|ooked forward to
this harvest timereturn for their work — and
also to thereturn of their bedrooms.

i Please tell usyour storics, We don't wanl to

lose New York's American chestnut history.
Write 1o the NYS Chapter ACF, 1020
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In aprogressreport of the long-range
planning by the ACFNY Scientific
Committee chaired by Stan Wirsig, the
ultimate goal wassuccincrly stated as
follows: “Once we have cooperatively
restored 100 million treesto the (former
growing) rangewe can say that we have
preserved the American chestnut gene

pool."

The report went on to say that thetarget
o 100 million treesis"a staggering
jobunlesswe havelotsof largemothers,
each able to produce 1000 nutseach
year as soon as the laboratory trees pro-
duce pollen; or unless we havethousands
of younger propagated American trees
ready.”

The report cautions that the road to
achieving many largemothers and
propagated treesispaved with problems.
We're losing large treeswhich are
needed to hasten the breeding program
to the blight. We're losing sprouts
which have sprung from still-living
root Systems of otherwise deceased
trees. And we're losing the ability to
identify pure American chestnuts be-
cause hybridsareentering the American
chestnut range, thusmaking it more
difficult for lay members to locate pure
American chestnuts.

Yet despite the problems, the need for
ACFNY membersto actively partici-
patein locating remnant treesisa
priority. For without ™ lotsof large
mothers,” asthe report has stated, the
restoration program will belonger and
more expensive.

Location Tips

Often thefirst indication of achestnut
isfinding busson the ground under the
tree. Burs are frilly with long spines
which stiffenas they dry. The American
chestnut bur measures about three
inches across. You can widen your bur
search by spreading theword among

S

people who hunt or hike or among
forest owners and timbermen.

Another good chestnut indicator occurs
during flowering season in late June
and early July. By that time most other
treeshave already bloomed. You may
search for them from back roadson the
hillsides. Or, again, spread the word
among your friends and professional
lumber people. If you haveaccessto an
arplane, thistoo isagood method to
spot flowering trees. 1

Verification Important

After you have located an American
chestnut prospect, thereisaneed to
verify your find asa pure American
chestnut and not a Chinese, European
or Japanese variety...or one of their
hybrids. In addition to your own sources,
ACFNY hasdeveloped an" Identifica-
tion Bulletin® (revised 2-93) which is
available from your District Director
or from ACFNY headquarters. But even
with your guides and keys, absolute
verification is best left to the experts.
Included with the™ Identification .
Bulletin® is aquestionnaire which can
be submitted with leavesfrom both the
end of a branch and toward the trunk as
well asabout afoot of twig from the
branch end. Theseare to besent to Dr.
Richard Zander of the Buffalo Museum
of Sciencewho will help you with veri-
fication, (The addressislisted on the
questionnaire.) Obviously thereisno
benefit in propagating an **off brand.”

Location and verification, again, are
the vital first steps beforetree care,
pollination, harvesting, seed storage
and planting can begin. Incidentaly,
al these subjects aretreated in separate
ACENY "How To'" Bulletins which
are availablefor the asking. Good luck
in your chestnut hunt. iIf you have
questions or problems, please contact
your District Director or write to
ACFNY headquarters.

Interested Friends

Pleasesend usthe namesof any
individualswho you believe might be
interested in becoming apart o theteam to
implement the ACFNY program. They
might be forest or other property owners
who would plant chestnutsfor future
propagation..volunteersfor the many
activities and committeesnecessary to
makethe ACFNY function...or smply
friendsof the environment who will
contribute financialy to the key research
ACFNY isfunding.

\Volunteers

The ACFNY programis created and
executed solely by volunteers. Thereisno
pad saff...only you and me. F you would
like to participatein the work o any of the
committees, please contact your District
Director or Herbert £ Darling, J.,
President, ACFNY (addresson page4).
Thesecommitteesare: Location and
Harvesting, Scientific, Membership,
Planting, and Education.

Nominations Sought

Do you know someonein your areawho is
an enthusiastic, out-going leader —
especially one enthusiasticabout
preserving the American Chestnut? we
particularly need coveragein District 1
(LongIdand areq), District2 (New York
City ared), and Didgtrict 8 (Rochester area).
Thiswould be a Board position where
developmentof local membershipwould
beaprime responsibility aswell as
promoting the propagation program. Or,
how about you? Pleasesend your
recommendationswith background or call
Herb Darling (716) 632-1125.

Seedling for Your
Pronerty Availahle

A timited number of one-year-old American
chesmut seedlingsfor planting on your
property may be ordered from the Western
New Yok District 9. Sincechestnutsare
self-gerile, the seedlings are being offered
in pairswithapair of protectivetubes for a
donation of $10. Yau may order by writing
or phoning John Gordon, J., Gordon
Nursery, 1385 Campbell Boulevard,
Amherst, NY 14228, (716) 691-9371.
Pick-upcan bearranged a the nursery or a
the Chestnut Day planting Site. (See
column”Join Uson Planting Day"....)




J0in Us On Planting Day April 24th

All ACFNY members are invited to participate in the 3rd
annual American Chestut Day, Saturday, April 24. Members
will plant 200 American chestnut seedlings alongside the 300
planted in previous years. In addition, there will bea variety of
field seminars and distribution of pre-ordered seedlingsfor
planting on your own property. (See column™ Seedlings
for..available™.)

The planting will be at the New York State Zoar Valey
Multiple Use Area, Town of Collins, Erie County,
approximately three miles Eagt of Gowanda. For coinplete
details, see the slinger enclosed.

New Poliacyfor Membership Renewals

To streamlineadministrativetasks, it wasdecided at a recent
meeting of the ACFNY Executive Committee to send out all
membership renewals at the beginning of each new calendar year
regardlessof the anniversary date. However, those who become
new membersduring October through December of any given year
will beconsidered members for theensuing year.

REMINDER

Al 1993 renewalsweremailed in January.
If you have not responded, please do so soon.

Annual Meetin (continued from page 1)

at lakeside, and a magnificent banquet befitting the castlein which
it was held. Songsof the eighteenth century by the Rainbow
Singersprovided a perfect accompaniment to the dinner.

Prior tothe tour and dinner everyone gathered at Fort Niagara
State Park to watch the planting of an American chestnut tree
donated by John Gordon, New Y ork State Chapter board member.

Special thanksgo to Northwest Chestnuts for providing recipes
and chestnutsfor the dinner (people are still talking about the
chestnut dressing and the chestnut savoury provided by New York
board member Doug Campbell to go with the apple crumb pie);
and much appreciation goesto all the New York Chapter members
who helped makethe meeting such a success.

Gt
=

HerbDarimg (left) and Glen Gelinas | nect a-biight
canker on alarge American chestnut in the 9th Districe.

Scaffoiding kas been erected alongside rAis 80 foot hi%h
American chestnut S0if can more easily be pollinated by
catkins brought fromother pure American chestnuts as
far as25 milesaway.

G

NY See Chepter, ACF, c/o Buffdo Museum of Science, 1020 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo,NY 14211




